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effort to stimulate a jaded taste. He groans
under " the weight of chance desires." Here
again: " We walk at liberty because we obey the
commandments.9'

THE  WINSOME1STESS OF BITTY

IT IS no grudging or reluctant service Words-
worth lays upon the altar of Duty.    He has
seen the beneficence of God's commandments, and
he sings praises at the moment of sacrifice,

^ Stern Lawgiver! yet fhou dost wear
The Godhead's most benignant grace;
Nor know we anything so fair
As is the smile upon thy face:
Flowers  laugh  before thee  on  their  beds;
And fragrance in thy footing treads"

This is an aspect of Duty we have sometimes
overlooked. Its severity has been seen, its good-
ness veiled. We obey but we do not praise. And
yet God is never more pitiful then when He issues
His commandments, never more merciful than
ivhen He sends forth His " fiery law/' This note
of thanksgiving is never absent from the sur-
render of the redeemed. They "fell down and